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Wo TO 1 3 ation in 8 with the * 
ßer and ſervices 4 the Preacher, this Diſeeurſe i is 
+  dially dedicated. p 
IT: was haſtily written without a thought of 4 9 
The requeſt of Friends it the anly apologyfar itt being made 
e Ii Twould nequire . e to do Juſtice 0 
= ubect. 
If this imperfef miniature excite amy curioſity for 8 
„ ; if any bs more forcibly impreſſed = 77 the value of 
chriſtian privileges ; if BY —_ be done ; the W. bas 


a rich reward. 5 Map tf e 
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e en ee Lox, bo. wii. ee 


1. NI 4 10 een 


2 heal the broker” Mii, 46 TY A 0 5 the 
' captives, aud recovering” of* fight” to the blind, e * 
L then ht are braid trade: 2 


9 <4 
* 


po us, juſtly to eſtimate their value is a TY 


* of knowledge. 
HAN informed our . and obtained ri 


opinions; then to direct our deſires, our — 

and our zeal, according to the nature of cheir ob: 
ect, is the ee of 5 | R 
Tux huſbandman, therefore, maphighty waluc his. | 


uman goodneſs. 
gn the mechanic his ſhop, the mariner his com- 


paſs, the man of ſcience his books; becauſe theſe 
this are neceffary-to. their mode of living. 


Tun man of moral reflection; en enquiring ene 
his origin, what his deſtination, what his preſent du- 


ty, what his future-prof pects, finc the ig Ellen 


tial to his peace der to 8 neſs hereafter. T 


him the goſpel is precious. He is * blind.“ He "a 


plores the reſources-of* his be vr he learns the 
philoſophy of the wiſe; he finds light, only, in the 
volume of revelation. + His condu is wro ; his 
paſſions lead him captive.” To reſtrain him elf he 
thinks of: his intereſt, - of his reputation; he 


finds commanding motiyes of goodnefs, only 


in the book of -God. Here he reads the ſinner's 
end; he trembles; he obeys. To bind our luſts, 
reputation and intereſt arè no better chan Samp 

ſon's: burſting cords.” + - - N 
a IMPERFECT, man feels 3 his Hirit is © Pay 
ken ;* he concludes himſelf under condemnation; 


* e ſs of chriſtians furniſhes a balm to 0 0 | 


* 
* % * 5 * 


14 


* 


06 , 
his bleeding bear With texrors he is enſlaved. 

the goſpel pres "cliberty and joy, The text 
cribes to the goſpel all zheſt excellencies, The goſ- 
pel heals the broken hearted, conſoles. the anguiſh of a 
pulley conſcignce 7 it givgs freedom to the flaves of 

It gives /ight 10 the blind, knowledge to arch 
ignorant of moral truth, 


'To ILLUSTRATE THE VALUE OR EXCELLENCE or 
THE GOSPEL is OUR PRESENT OBJECT, q 


I. Tu chriſtian revelation is excellent; it teach- 
es men what to BELIEVE reſpecting God, chemſclves 
and a future fate; It directa the rarrn of man- 
kind. This in 2 circumſtance of the greateſt im- 

rtance*; for the faith of men-will ever, more of 

influence their conduct. 

; Turm, the maſt intereſting to che heart of man 
are no where dliſpovered-but in be oracles of God. 

- Taz religious opinions of thoſe deſtitute of reve- 
Jation are, in general, ſo many grols abſurdities.— 

Mat en aur privileges, let us 
for a moment recollect the articles of faith amon 
Fd moſt enlightened nations of the heathen wor 
_ - Paxegrs and Philoſophers taught, and the — 
tebeved, there was a plurality of gods. 

Tux Romans had three h Jupiters. Un. 
der ſo many names they worſhiped this deity 

Tux Greeks reckoned thirty 1 there 
were finally in the heathen cathy W hundred 
and eighty — 

CaTTLE, Cats, an Crocodiles, were among the 
divinities of Egypt. 

 Pa1LoSOPHERS taught that creation from nothing 
Was impoſſible; that matter was eternal; that there 
was no ſuch thing as a firſt bird, nor a firft man; 
that the gods had not power to make 2 good man 
unhappy ; that pain was no evil; that a wiſe man 
vas happy in the midit of tortures ; that Ape 
were in . * of — 

urs E 


. 


＋ T. 


e ate a few es ts 'philoſo . creads, 
Poris and Philoſophers believed — 5 — 
6 oracles, the pretenſions of peo hem the 75 
ficacy of divination, the pave of witchcraft, 2 
Vof obſerving dreams, ſigns and omens, f 
kunt and unfortunatt days. wh 3s of theſ ce hex 
theniſms, remain in chriſtian. countries. 
| es are _ thoſe © Children, who ſpoke half 
in the e Aſhdod, and could not peak the 


A in urity. 13 
w 
nya might be x M's or axpoſed to periſh alone. 
Hipaſus and Heraclitus taught that 8) was fire; 
* chat he 4ras compaſed — carth and 
Le 
| Zeno maintained chat all erimes were equal; that 
5 Injuries are never to be forgiven. Cleanthes in- 
Nructed ſons and daughters to roaſt — the fleſh 


N of their parents. 


Fricunus denyed the providence of God: «He 
allowed men to co-habit with their dau ghters and 
. mothers. That parents might Beebe nnd, eat their 
E children W˙ a doctrine of the Cynic. philoſo- 
ers. Ideas of immortality the heathen have ; but 

ow low, how ſenſual | _ 
Ir paradiſe of the Alcoraniforkida delexiptions 
In the other world the favage expects che pleaſures 
of the chaſe, and the indulgence af eaſe. It is com- 
mon in heathen countries to burywith the dead, or de: 
poſit near their gravesthe firſt articles of enjoyment. 
W the Caroline Illes they place near the graves 
of their friends, fruits and other eatables. 


Taz Savage of America uries with. the deceaſet 
what he poſſeſſed, the moſt dip 1422458 : | 
++47< By male with their king bury a . 
of animals, and ſuch veff. of. ver and gold, as 
15 think will be mot uſeful in a future He. 
* Is 1 


4 


"ORF 


"laws ere Barba they vellils of was 
ter and proviſions to the 2 their friends. 
This office is repeated every Ay as lon Y, frie 

or relatives ſur vive, Who retain kindneſs, , 
form fach an Act of füppo fed” friendihi 

have no belief, no cob eption of a 9 
or to thoſe experienced vga 2 

| ow different, how much more excellent 1s "the 
vari of chriſtians in all theſe particulars! s _ 

Tux chriſtian fedelation teaches us there is 


GOD the creator and governor of the univerſe, that 4 
he poſſeſſes all divine perfectiotis. The göfpel teach- 


es us what MAN is, 4 fallen creature, «< being in Ho 


nour he abode not.“ The goſpel teaches us, there 
is a MEHATOR; that there is fal ation for the be- ; 


lieving, through Jeſus Chriſt ; that there will be 4 
| reſurrection + © that the righteous Will be re. 


warded according toy their wotks, „che! wieked pu- 3 


niſhed. A 
A 11cnT ſhines ; thi curtain 18 drawn ; we have 


a glance beyond the grave. We may learn Where 


our ſpirits may be While our bodies are conveyed to 
the narrow houſe of death; where they may 
dwell while ages of ages in fucceſſionpaſs, 


TRE faith of the "chriſtian is the ſubſtance” of 
ate © 


things for which he ho Hut to . thoſe intim 


with the dodrines of * we” need not be 


particular. 


Hp ttot the La of Ifradl. För a Pro che 


of Bethlehem inſtructed us, inſtead" the trirt 


revelation, we might have embraced the creed of 


gans. Does t the goſpel open blind eyes? Does 
it not direct the FAITH 50161 well ? fg it not in- 


valuable excellence? 
II. Taz chriſtian ſyſtem z is Arnet it mend che he 
morals of "matikind* It regulates their practice. 
- © To determine what chriſtianſty has done towards 

the regulation of morals, we muſt again recur to 


the pagan world. 1 


— 


at 
Ir is necefſaty-10./cxamineheathien, and compats 
it with chriſtian morality. 1 
Ir we-obſerve the morals of a Paul, : a Stephen, 
and innumerable other faints; how great is the 
contraſt between them, and e 5 . 
and an Attila, 
How divine the in en appears F ir we com- 
pare with Pagans, thoſe Who bave only a theorqtic 
knowlea of the goſpel; the advantage, in gene⸗ 
ral, is valily on the fide of chriſtianity. : - - 
Wirz all their guilt the believers in revelation 
appear almoſt like Angels, When contraſted with 
the profeſſors of any — religion. 
| Trax: Heathen did not think: themſelves oblig * 
ts: de better than their Gods. Many of theſe — 
ſuppoſed immoral and cruel: their conduct was 
approved and imitated. Ac rdin gly, in ſome part 
of. Africa and Terrafirma 3 chief ſervants of a 
prince, at his death, were murdered to ſerve him 
in the other world. The heathen temples have 
commonly been aſylums for the worſt criminals. 
In, Algiers a Turk may with impunity nnirder three 
Moors, or five Arabs, if he flee to a mofque. where 
2 maraþout hermit; or ſaint has been buried. 
H may murder eleven ſews, and find ſecurity 
in any moſque. Where ſome what like this prevails 
in countries called chriſtian, they 1 really retur- 
net. to paganiſm. n 
Tag author of chriſtianity: allows nad 38 
rality. The African and Indian. ſhores receive the 
aſhes of the living widow in the ſame blaze, which 
conſumes her deceaſed hulband. They had ſham- 
dles Hor rſelling human ſleſh to be caten in Jago, 
Hiſpan ieh and Brazil. The Tartars ſuck the blocd 
ot -woundgd, dying-perfons; - The indians of Cana- 
da feaſted on the bodies of their captiyes At the 
preſent; time ſeveral nations of Africa . thoſe 
Wan en 40 * 1 be eaten of, wid bealts. 
e | On 


TT a 
* 


f Ne rance, . vp. nce! mew have rejected chriſtianity, they at ples 
ſure diſſolve the marriage relation. Nothing is ne- 


- .age, or ſome diſeaſe e incurable, . are 


by their wiſdom do not know God; ther: give" them 
ſielves up to wile affectiions. 5 


00 


On l Danube ie watches aon ts 

caſt their new born infants into the river; 'tHoſe 
who could ſwim were taken up and preſerved ; ; the 

others flept in their watry grave. Others killed 
their parents at a certain age, and feaſtecl on thei 

fleſh. % ve Min elians bury their own children a. 

eathen eee and lately in 


ceſſary for a divorce in that TrRRRTE REPUBLIC” 
but a month's warning from the huſband or Wife. 
In the city of Paris alone; five hundred and fixty. 
two divorces took place in three months. 

' Taz Perkans married their daughters, thek ff 
ters and their mothers. The connection is for life, 
or any. particular time. In Tartary the father mat. 
ries his on daughter, or ſells her to the Turks, or 
Perſians. When people berome infirm-thro* great 


left to periſh alone. 

Tux religion of Zoroaſter Mowaddcels- A Teri 
nant of his followers remain in, Perſia and India. 
The licentiouſnefs of the Spartans in the conjugal 


relationaztheir-cuſtoms at ſome of their feſtivals F 


1 may not deſcribe- In Peru it was cuſtomary to 
fat and eat -their-own children born of captives, 
whom] as concubines they kept for that purpoſe. 
When they became too old fbr this, they Were kill. 
ed and eaten. Such is the moral of nations ne- 
ver taught by the Redermer of Irael. The world 


Tun heathen Philoſophers” we that Bloody 
wars, merely for conqueſt, were) 
was NG: CFRE. + Their Precepts armed one man as 
gainſt another. a 
Nor ſo does the hilanthropiſt- of Nazareth i in- 
Miu his diſciples. fon his preceßts we learn chat 
4 3 


that revenge 


= 


„ 
bilmblicy! * a vintwe; that forgiveneſs. 2 duty, chat 


ſhould treat others as we deſire to be treated. 
4 is one grand deſign of the goſpel to unite man 


world into one family of perfect morals. 
Sue will de the effect when the Marie of the 
goſpel ſhall be complete. No impiety, no wars, no 
in criminal designs, Will pain 3 heart of goodnefs. 


64, Ius Samaritan, the wounded 
ne, © ſtranger to the Inn ; the ee ow giving away 
cher whole lining,” exemplifies the excellence of che 


fe, Y goipel. 


ty. Waey religi jous truth is powerfully impr efled. on 
Ide minds — 2 family, a neighborhood, a church; 
6G ve ſee, we feel how happy are the effects of 
ifs, the chriſtian religion. In the meekneſa, the endear- 
at. ing kindneſs, the unaffected goodneſs: of ſome per- 
or ons, we form an idea of the R we n 
eat ſome im ct idea of Heaven. 

are 14 abuſe Chriſtianity ; 1 ſhould | wrong 
many beloved friends, to deny 1 had ſeen ſuch a 


pirit. 
dia, Miorrrr is the goſpel to attract wing to man; to 
al harmonize their minds; to unite them in difnter- 
ad love ; to regulate their moral conduct. Were 
to lit not for che benign gu precepts. of chriſtianity, is it 
ves, Nnot probable we ſhould facrifice our children, feaſt 
oſe. Jon our bene be guilty of the groſſeſt immorali- 


Kill. tes ? 
Tux dummes benevolent, the divine precepts 


ads of wickedneſs ; inſtruct us in 2 perfect moral- 
y; require us to viſit the fatherleſs and the wi- 
dow i in their affliction ; to do juſtly, to love mercy 
l walk humbly with our God. 

Tan MORALS taught by the ſon of Jukeph.i in the 
Pmagogues of 1 the deſerts and mountains of 
w in- 2 


we ſhould love our neighbour as ourſelves, that 2 


man, and nation ws 0 nation; to ons the 10 


of Chriſt teach us better; preſerve us from theſe 


* : 
, 


Cele F. ( 12 05 1 


Judea, as far ſurpals all Mii! "TyſRetns; as the fabli; 
mities of nature are ſuperiqr to the works of art, 
as the creation of God-excels the 1 of) man. 
Who then can deſcribe” the” excellence of the e By 
pel Pa ; a | 5b 
III. Thin ee of chriſtians is nin; ; 1. 
teaches them in what manner to worffig˙ God. 
hr the powers of reaſon. men have never eds 
vered with what 'facrifice to appear before God. 
Here revelation is our only guide. Of this we ſhall 
be convinced, if we recollect with what horrid rites 
1 Pagan matti e ö e chen 
wu 8 
WHILE we are ſpeakin in terms not the mol 
| reſpectful of the heathen faith & worſhip,” it ma 
be juſtly acknowledged that their Philoſophers: $ de. 
neca, Tully, Antoninus, Zeno, Socrates, and others, 
taught many very excellent truths. But from 
what authority ? What oonvictions, what*reforma- 
tion did they produce in others or themſelves! 
After all the fine things he has written, Cicero ſays, 
« Whether the foul be immortal or mow i 4 bo: 
great queſtion.” 
SOCRATES practiſed: divination, endend to the 
Gods; and at his death ordered à cock to be offered 
— to Aſculapius. Zeno, the father of ſtoiciſm, mur- 
| ders himſelf to eſcape the pain of a broken finger. 
Cato deſtroyed himfelf with er ren t00- her. | 
rible for deſcription. ng. . | 
Trzse are the men, bleſted Jabok, wh thy 
foes name as rivals to thee.” Their errors; their vi- 
ces, are more favorably regarded than thy ſpotleſs 
_ morals, thy benign doctrines, thy godlike benevo- 
lenceFhy gl orious death, thy: majeſty on the croſs, 
* power jel raiſing the dead, thy.revelations from 
heaven, thy perfection of character, is brought down 
to a hevel with worms, who tremble oe an idol, 
or madly yalow uv! jeir own | Hood. we” 44 
7 Fon 


Af 


4 ** "Ml 
/ 


0 ) 


Fon moment we are- to attend pagan worlkip. 

A full view is improp« 
nmaugh to deſeribe in a chriſtian aſſembly all 7 
modes of worllup.. Too indecent ſome de to be 


No words are delicate e. 


named. 
” STILL it is need ſome freedom of Weck will . 


6 excuſed, as the Iubject 1 18 1 and not 8 
rally known. | | 

Ar Sparta 58 were ſcourged on the altar of Di- 

0 Wh till ii 


IN the regl Ep of Indoſtan, it is mib for the 
N arquirs, 700 ntarily to undergo tortures dreadful 
2 relate. They have ſtrong iron hooks thruſt 
ough "the". fleſh of their bodies; then gettin 5 
aue drawm up into the air, they are Shirl 
round in the moſt Violent. manner with nch 
made for the purpoſe. Hal ths e aha 
IN Mexico as an 'atonement for "ac x or a 
preparation for a ſolemn feſtival; they mangled 
their fleſh till the blobd profuſely” flowed: At the 
_ faſt of the Tlaſcalans, which laſted one hundred and 
fixty days, the chief prieſt with about two hundred 
perſons aſcended a* high mountain: When they 
ame dow they had a great number of little Knives 


- and ſnrall xods given them. The firſt day they 


bored their tongues, through which they drew the 


rods, and notwithſtanding, their exceflive pain, and 


loſs of blood, they were obliged * to ſing / aloud. 
hymns to their g This operation was repeated 
every twenty days. At the end of eighty” days, 


| general faſt of the nr 1 42 which continued an 


equal time. 
"In ſome places the oerfdrinel their worſhip by 


cutting off pieces or their own Heſh and 2 
them at the idol. 


How terrible is pam compared with the 
mid * of * Bs Fc, 
921) 17 © "Be 


— . "ey on 


af the time was ſpent in mirth and 


collected for the temples of Indaſtan from the 


. | ” 5 
. 1 t of the 
aining par defeiptin is 


more dr 


'Ws have the teſtimony of the beſt ane 3 


- hs the moſt certain evidence, that lewdneſs * 


ſtituted a part of heathen worthip. 


Wr have one inſtance. recorded by Moſes in the. 


ſtory of Zimri and Cozbi. They were lain not 


fora ſecret crime, tut a public offering to Baal Pe- 


ors 

Tur Grecks worſhiped ſome of their gods wich 
the: ſame abomination. 

WEN Antiochus Epinhanes It "Pf the Tem- a 
ple a Jeruſalem into a temple for Jupiter, “It wag 

with riot and revelling by the gentiles, who. 

dallied with harlots—within the circuit of the ho- 
ly places.” ' 2d Macc. 6. 4. 


5 JovenAL ſays; In what Temple are not woltien. 


defiled ? Among the eaſtern nations after the 
mourning with which their feſtivals. on „the reſt 
Vity, in de- 
bauchery, adultery, and inceſt. Theſe were ach 
religious aflemblies. A conſiderable revenue is, 


DT . ; 


titution, there encouraged, Refering to this cuſtom, 
as ancient as the old Teſtament, God ſays, © Thou 
ſhalt not bring hire of à harlot into the 

houſe of the Lord thy God.“ Deut. 23. 18. 7 

Ar Babylon every woman was obliged once in 
her life to viſit the temple dedicated to luft.- Fare h 
ly theſe were ſervices performed for Devils. 

. I rasten to finiſh this awful picture by informgy 
you, that in all quarters of the globe, . falſe god 
have been worſhiped by kat” facrifices. The 

een of Xerxes cauſed 14 boys of the nobleſt 
families in Perſia to be buried alive, a ſacrifice to 
the infernal gods. The Scythians ſacriſiced to Marz 
one out of every hundred of the captives, they took 
in war. In the. 2 of Ceylon, and the whole * 
— 


5 | 
„ 


| 8 1 Sit 4 Mow 1 
i bolt 15 3: p * 
of the Indias human ſacrifices were common 
Va Altars of Moloch; in the land of Canaan were 
| ſtained with human blood: m Gaul they incloſed 4 
man in a kind of wicker work, aud burnt. kim in 
| honor of the Gods. © 4 
Tits banks of the Nile: drank the blood of human 2 
victims. | 
Urn erte ih ebene, the Romans offer: : 
ed their children on their country's altars. Marius 
ſacrificed his own. * The fame practice 
0 prevailed i in Greece. Themiſtq es ſactiſiced three 
women to Bacchus. A daughter was offered on the 
Utar by a king of Athens. 
Tun Carthagenians, not only immolated their 
own children in hundreds, but theraſelves alſo in 
times of calamity. . ö 
Or the iſlands lately di ſeovered in the ſouth ſeg N 
wo ſacred places are cumbered wich {kulls of men 
= offered w evil ſpirits. 
lx Peru th red 4 ring min 0 Rake, ; pulled 
- his Beth from his bones in ſmall pieces; boiled and 
Ent it betage his eycs. 5 1 
In Terrafirma the natives! 15 ng their diviak 
acts with offerings of human blo a 
N Fn Mexico they anniully facrificed twenty thous | 
F men, 
1 Tur abotigines of Canada, of Virginia, and of 
| New-England, ſometimes, offered men to their ma- 
; lignant ities. _ Lat le 
* "Pony; therefore, the ſpot dn which we are 
haas been an altar perhaps here food the bloody 
_ facrificer—here lay the agonizing victim here the 
duſt was crimſoned with human gore—theſe ſields 
around echoed the laſt eries of men offered to de- 
— "More certain it is, our anceſtors were ſuch 
men The inhabitants of Britain were ſo remark- 
alle for this abomination, that even the Romans 
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75 N e Log x 6 ering 
bor che ume dar Fan the Britonb eonſtruc- 


Eris hollow images; theſe, they filled with Hug 85 ; 
' beings whom they.burnt alive. ff, N 
e are the people from hom we are def We. 


=> And why are not we, their children, this g- 
vening employed in facrificing a kind friend, a faith-_ 
"Fl parent, or a weeping babe? 
WHAT has made us to differ? What, has Sify 
us to worſhip Jehovah in a more wile manner? ls 
it not reyelation FONG hich has opened our. blind . 
eyes, taught Pe] rite A piety, brought us into com-. 
munion b. c 
It is th 1 ele 8 Ralls ws 
to 0 £4 ON8:60D, to worſhip him, in — 4 
truth, to call upon him out of a pure heart, ih lift up 
holy hands SST OE 2h ordoubting:” Chriſtianity 
- inſtructs us to addreſs, God in the name of the medi- 
Aitor; to pray in ſecxet, in public; to intercede for all 
2 245 hl 0 rational, ſo benevolent is the 1 1 5 
of chriſtians. op. round. the globe cruelties, ſelt- 
murder, lewdn human facrifices, have conſtituted 
their religious ſeryices, but frech the goſpel is known }. . 
j ere is à WO Wn 7 Mas the 
: purity and coodgiels 0 Ged. 
. Tur chriſtian doctrines are NES 5 er 
"unite men to God. The Chriſtian loves God. He 
Ku God as his guardian, his friend, his 
ather. The religion of Pagans 9d. not: att⸗ Van 
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I If any wich to he 55 with theſe Ju i . ww, 

— mentioned in N courſe of the ſermon, t are refered to Paſtoral le- 

s of the Biſhop of London, printed A. D. 70.00 Dr, Rotertfor's Rif of 

th America —to diſcourſes of Dr, Prieſtl relating t to the evidences of revealed rc 

ion; delivered at Philadelphia 1796 to Mr. Locks — human 
derſtanding to Poſthumus obferyations on cheese ſubjetts by;Prefident Hy 
wards—to Fofss and Saunders Journal—ro Hannah Adams view ot religig 
"Motſe*s Geogr phy—to'Guthries Framrar—to-Burkes letters w oy of Par- 


Bament—to the Euey de, Cooks, voyage νν Leechman 2 eee 
Brown e Plutarch's 3 Prigeaux's, connexions o the hiſtory of 


the old and na toſtament t s Hiſtory of the ee Mön. | vel 


| celeſtaſtical hiſter yo the DiQtiohary of the Bible, Ii; | 1 

* Af: . Tae conſulted 2 the faßjecks of the fer - 25 Tap. : hin 

poſed it unaeceſſary to mare 1 or ſeatence id — — an 
ted. | | } 
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to | held deines aſſectian to the objects 
of their worſhip, we may ſee in pe one oÞ 
* * th e e Dok 
5 * ey were 
t the death of Germanicus, that they battered their 
With ſtones, overthrew of —— 
their houſchold divinities into the 1 _ 
were the enlightened Romans 
Do Harpr affures us 4 That the. Chineſe, Ab 
offering to their Gods, and being diſappoin- 
ted of their ce, ſometimes ſue them, and ob- 
tain decrees againſt them from the Mandarines.“ 
Do ſuch facts need any comment f It is the chriſtian 
alone, who loves God. The perfections, the honor, 
8 of God, are All dear tu the.chriſtiart. nk 
un chriſtian loves the'cauſe-of God, more than 
Ba The chriſtian lives to do good, to 
promote his makers cauſe. 1 
devoted to his God, nor is life dear when the ha app 
neſs of others, the — ee en the ſacri 
So benevolent, ſo 1 yung is iſtian en 
Then in not the pel precious? 19 15 
V. Tus excellence of the galpel i is viſible in ins 
preparing Belie vers for death.. . 
War are the ſupports of the 


the hope of the renowned Brutus, when he pronoun- 
ced Virtue an em n Theathed | ford 
in his own vi 

Ped are all the heathen rites f hat, al the 
py = of the wiſe; what, all the tic rea- 


energe 
br em n as we approach the aw- 
yr gn via world? 
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influence of 38 
velation the chriſtian to 
himſelt, his connections and his Gad. 4 Grins ho 
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Pagan | in 1 
ous hour, which awaits the ſons of men? What was 
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Mediator, who has made plac forts 12995 
che ſins of the whole world,” $4, e made aw 4. 
tonement. ' He has died, the juſt for che unjuſt. 
te is exalted to give repentance andremiflion df ius, 
The penitent anner is pa his name k uvritten 

in the volume of life. An interceſſor is at che fathers 

right Rand. Ser the holy chriſtian in his laſt — 
ments. Would he e N His bee! a , tor 
the thrones of unbelievers F i; 1 

HE is pale, helpleſs, dying. { Ws; . n. | 
- tired." *No hope of life remains his friends-weep 7 | 
their hearts are wrung with grief. He ſeen the tears 
hehrarstheirſiglus, their deſpair is viſible- 3ympathiſing 
in theit diſtrels;/in{pired with. humble triumph; he 
ſays: rep not 5 me = Sec how a chriſtian can 
he, His weice fails. The Who would: wo 
in lus ſtead, cannot procure Rin an hours reprieve 
The brother whoſe foul is e endures Not 
theſcene'; his agonizing cries to Gbd cannot. be c 
heard. The wife, frantic with anguiſh, is bidding 
adieu to hope, and eve "exrchful Bis 3 the leans o- 34 
ver the cold pillow.—! ſaint! caſts a fix 
eil gaze dd, friend of his oy he looks with 
undeſcribable Aa pn 6r Still he enjoys divine 
e is daugtenance is ſerene. Faith him a- 
bove the texrorsof death, by faith he ſees beyond the 

borders of life; the grave clouds npt his proſpect. 
Viſions of approaching bliſs ehcer; his ſpirit. He 
ices a divine inheritance, a heaven of joy, a throne of 
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glory, a golden > a ſpotleſs robe, erh faints, 0 
waiting angels, a ſmiling God. 1 t 
» * ABsORB4Dinuthele ravathing views, he whiſpers : E. 
Tell me, my ſoul, can this be death f—whete ib thy F *.; 
fting ? When hall I dic; when ſhall I live forever!” | 
Often in ſuch a frame the chriſtian. leaves the world. 7 


' WHzRE can the pagan find ſuch conſolations in his 
lai hour, where diſcover ſuch enrapturing views ? 


+ WiLL nat all bleſs * goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt? Havi 
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derer dall dini ſter and 8 F dotire - 2H 
its ſuoceſs ? «NH — ng ory fre 
fort and encouragement to 2 the fucceſs of N 
che golpel very much depends. 54507 ag 2: F f 
Fan divine ordinances very little can be hoped 
\whereihereis ftrite or alienatiom !:: 
Sm L the aalen be loſt; bett we Kay: 
nt mutual Endres? * 12 4. WTF 
** blood of ſouls will den, inen our gar- 
ments. If we exerciſcnot a friendly mutu 1 | 
we refuſe to imbibe a chriſtian tem 
lent tendency of ———— pert * For 
thoſe, who een eh load been from rom each o- 
— rife? thoie united for-fudty gloriquy purpoſes, 
beppere e nes 20; St gr wens 27 0 ler is Unnate- 


FAA SMES TS. 


E 2133 WOT 916%, 50 KL 8 $54 : 
1 Lena God a er things of 0 our- 
. \ lies. + nun Tyryr 
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| On is part complaint'; bat 
ith has, ever experi- 
1 our 1 * 


worms your coined kindneſs May HE, 
records the fimulleſt act of goodneſs and the moſt A 
cret with of eee Lernen — 9 and 
give you a rr ward. 
2. Eton the excellence oh the hoffe. wetinfer, 
thoſe have a bad taſte and erronepus judgment, ho 
1 prefer worldly pleaſures to religious privileges.” 
AF 1 of Jeſus form — the. 
* daughters of glory; they mal the work, 
14. the univerſe thy own : « all things are yours.“ 
155 Thaſe, who chooſe * * prefer atoms to 
worlds 


to make 
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Fforified 3 to learn ſo to w. 
chan ünful ffesſure toa candidate for 
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_ obyects ever n the heart of man or angels 
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ue | 
orſhip God, that! he" may 
„Command ye me; if it be more neceſſary 
to attain 
immortal union with him whoſe- heaven ; 
with triumphant” hope to enter the Troy vale of 
— O—_ with — plan 


Ius 1 of achriſtianare the 
of effecting theſe glorious purpoſas. 


{ religious improvement of mankind: | 0114 115 
Wirnovr revelation à rational:;picty-would- not 


be practiſed in the world. There is no gd evidence 


ſtate, province, city, or vil 


n in 
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that in quarter of the a ſmgle kingdom, 
— + ignorant of revela- 
tion, has juſt notions of ꝓrowidente, or à becoming 
worſhip of the true God, or Wr N N 
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it? Lafkethe Deiſt of univerſal ſcirnde © hers. cam 


ner Hamlet thus bla ll 


has an exiſtence. Muſt hot *the be 
7 bluſh for his bvethren ? Bluſb for What 
rt een 
2 — udgemen Th gr — 
A t not | 
rr el inne RS 
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_- thedoudts Gf t iring; to exlũbit — 
knowledgeuf „ + £146 O12" Munten te 
3 From the cxeellenceofiherduilign ue L 
weſechoevery wickebbaremankinds -* 
[4 Menzer + ofrthoſe, eve and ee 


aan dy- 


ny | With ſucklight, * 
— redeeming mercy; 
hat amati How mich more aggravated 
ure their ſius an pagans ?. Mort dreadful n Geir” 
| eternity be. The man of tears, who'cor : 
They i ve ke e Will not 
come unto me that ye might will ſoen 
their wrathful qu 8 24 10 JAMES * 7 af 
6. 1pithe a fo.cucallent: fo ſuperior to 
ther ſyſtems of -morality and theology; Is. not 
good evidence;thar it came from G | 
How came the wanderets of the En Kues 
: fabricate x ſyſtttn of religion more excellent _ 
(other nation f Is it a common event, or is it c 


x7 roparllgdin he biloryofinn frac = 
ok ſlaves, marching from their maſters to frame npary . 


3 of divinity? If the- Hraclites did not invent 

theology;it-was from the Godofheaven. They 
could not brite it from thieir tyrants, who were 
- worſhiping beaſts! and vegetables ; nor from their 
' neighbors, Who from their vum boſoms tore their - 
* weeping babes re feaſt the devouring flames: 


Was it everknon that æchrpenter's fon, born in 
| a manger, educated in a cottagez employed 'as.a me- 
- chanic, with a feu illiterate z ever invented 


2 fyſtem of Truth, infinitely ſurphſſing aft previous, 
and n oß the 2 74 
Theſe perſons © bring immortality to 
the unity of God; teach that Gad is Eb dd 31 that 
repentance of ſim and faith in der will fave ＋ 
* | Tuxr 
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Eton e bade with glory or ale 
eee 24 moren 
*"Trzv preſent the wf of the kit few 
bemm ſcene. The world Nen 
Heavens vai... e 
HE Greeks and Romans were charmed with he 


eloquence of philoſophy: - In other Was'Ven- 
crated the — 2 of the Druids. can nums 


— bereihe ncwers of Chnfucius 7 Mah omet boaſts of 


viſions and. revilevigns!; ations adopt his faith. 
£a rao thier Mes meg che m to nc} nO 
85 Bor, as UideRions td future hat are 
| I their doctrines collected, more chan the jargon 
bf Babel, if with the goſpel of Jeſus:Chriſt? 
is not the plan of redemption © the wiſdom. of God?? 
& not ꝓregept of c Rf techs 
| a xe 1 EJehovaly tt 57 m7 
7. IF the goſpel is fo excites, Men k. in d rich 
on for all the facrifices we make for it. 43 
Tux ordinances of chriſtianity . omnot de epjoyed 
| without ſome'ſacrifices.” Should your chriſtian pri- 
vileges coſt all your: poſſeſſions; coltz* your liſe, 48 
they did the martyrs; his whulet 62 Wh than thelt 
value. If you enjoy theghdtidingsof redetyption 
for les than your pre Nebel foul ; they art profitable. 
CHRISTA -,wJaöom u better dn #ub or 1 
better than Sa arenas * r 
Hlver «+ bs tit, hrs wer; ef 
ere priae the conſolations of relig 8 lente 
joys of heaven; realize the 'of che dam 
= number the days of eternity; caleulate the 
worth of ſouls redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt; then tell 
us what is too great 3 lacrilice Tor emperor + 
vation. ; 10 
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defigns of the chriſtian tevslation. Tü 
po to 2 to fanctify, to av A 
Motive to continne the ſacred relation. | 
faithful to this flock, and I will — | 
ap vg ie,” the voice of Hau to on —_ 


| aan. 
* 2 "Tothep b vaict is „ dg bot the allows 
= ling of y ves here two or thres art met. in 
3 * Aer am Fhearand g _— 


ſpeak to warn i 
* in his 
L require at thike hund. 


"warned. *If yewill 
if ye will nat lay it to heart to give 
. into my ame, e eve * _—_ We 


For: and] will ark your bleſſungs; "yea 


6. them.“ The folvition of Mt andines ie is } 
0 i . 1 


intereſting, thenefride, was the hour, — j 
united us in this relation. With joy or wor the mo- 

ment will be recallected in rnity. Hons . 
ful then the duties, we reci 8 
bee For an endleſs duration this may o ( 
and our happineſs. Oh * 5 
De faithful; the reward is im glory. 1 
9. Is the chriftian f is ſo valuable, how un- t 

* are thoſe, who do not receive its beneſits 
Aus for the 1 Whoſe heart bleedsinot 
for them 2 are ſtumbling on the dark moun- 
tains of death ;the light of redemption ſhines not 
en their habitations. And muſt I not ſay: Alas, 
for ſome of vou aſſembled this evening? Are there 
not many, who enjoy not the ſaving effects of the 
ons. And is it poſlible that hereafter any - preſent 
be on a level with pagans ? Poſſible it is. More 
— bs for _ at the great WP - 
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for ſuch. It had been better Fo you not to TIEN | 
known che way of righteouſneſs, than'dfter raving 
known it to turn from the holy command ment.“ 
The ecllence of the goſpel demand your immedi- 
ate acceptance. Another year is ended tree is there * 
intereſting in our religious affairs. i) 
We have, for Fhich God be pralgd, 2nd 
entire peace. No diſeord, no nkindnels wo 
Affcultted, have oc . But to wWhoin bas the | 
arm of the Lord been revealed? Who has believell [bY 
to the fuving of hjs( foul? Has the goſpel been affect - 4 
tionately urged! Has the heart "of goodneſs been ; 
comforted? Kr ehe wicked been . d feine his 
way? Before a higher tribunal theſe enquiries muſt i 
» * Now is our time to Lode rok forthe | 
ius 
"Tre year Gp ohe perk Kay ge ab RE 
church. Deſpiſe not the day of ſimall things.” The 
cloud, which t E of rater with rain, Was 
like a man's hand. a s | 
* Sufffbchldre/hive received the chien . 
in the ordinance of baptiſm, The grave has twelve 
times opened its cold manſion. The udlary head and 
the infant have hon ed to the king of terrors. 
Two of the deceaſed were protefiors of religion. = 
One had long been an officer in this chufc f. 
"Have ve reaſbn to hope the Lord has not i 
us? 1s there 3 general -difpolifton to converſe 
1 ſerious, and to attend religious inſtruction? 
thoſe, who have long been in the ſchool er 
Chrift/ may it be enquired whether by the Forpet, 
you are ediſied, comforted, and ſtrengthene d? The 
hope of this is pleaſing. The great ſhepherd ofiinacl 
has commanded to feed his ſheep as ell as his ambs 
to give ſtrong meat to men as well as milk td babes. 
Be ſtrong in God; your redemption! drawetl; nigh. 
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N _ ARE any alarmed and almoſt perſuaded to become 
_ chriſtians? Thy time for conſideration is hort. 

_ CARELESS do any remain? I, would, perſuade you 

to be reconciled to God, While in the midſt of 

- your pleaſures dęath is near: Providence may ſay: 

| 3 5 This year thou ſhalt die.“ | 2 , 3 
Ix the grave is no knowledge, nor work, nor 
.. change. | | 4. ; + fs 3 
© » Tris may prove the laſt opportunity of the kind, 
e may enjoy together. Happy is the Preacher that 
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[ . bis beſt years have been cordially devoted to you: 


may, remaining moments not be loſt. Beyond all 
conception important is it now tqqive in ſuch a man- 
ner, that in our laſt hour, we may have a ſure hope 
of unitin 8 again where death, nor ſeparation ſhall ever 
come. The pious ſhall unitedly enjoy God. Pleaſ- 

| ing is the thought, animating the hope, raviſhing the 
aſſurance of ſuch joy, What aye your public pro- 
feſſions; what, your ſecret vows z-, what, your reſo- 
 4lutions ; what, your real preparations ?} Are you di: 
- ligent to make your calling and election ſurg Is it 
_ Your great concern to enjoy yours of conſcience !— 
Ils the law of God the only rule of your conduct? 
By our mutual advantages are we daily improving? 
Muſt we recur to years paſt to find benefits from the 
golpel, or are ſome gentle dews of grace, conſtantly, 
falling to reſtrain the wicked, to conſole the forrow- 
ful, to encourage the feeble, to ſanctify the penitent ? 
And have any felt a penitent heart under the miniſ- 


conſolations of religion? God be thanked ; God be 
praiſed. Oh, that all preſent were in this ſituation ! 
By men of obſervation it is aſſerted, a moſt tender, 


| 0 n. 
| try of your pwn chooſing ? Do you ſtill know the 


© indiffoluble friendſhip exiſts between the Miniſter, 
ad nd thoſeawakenedand ſanctiſied by his inſtructions. 
Hence Paul ſtiles himſelf the father of his converts, 
and them, his children. 1 2 55 + 
N 


1 = 


4 | * 


199 * 


e |. els id, the: 1 * 
2 others ies 3 ave 2 ce W N are ani- 

gol mated with pirit. r , 
of | Wr Ito ufs the freedom of ſpeaking a 21 feel, I C 


mould adopt theſe ſentimentꝭ s my own. ' 

| the Miniſter, ho has many fuch children; he may 
or ſpeak with the enemy it the gate, nor be afraid. . 
12 REMEMBER, my Friends, the ſolemn ' vows op | 
have made to God; remember the reputation af 
church, the ſalvation of your own ſouls depends on 
the real lincerity of your religion. Finally: Ought 
we not all devoutly, to notice the good hand of our 
God in bringing us to another anniverſary eve; ts. 


* * 
— ** 
= * * 
' 


bleſs God that le has not denied us the precious goſ- p 
pel of falvation'}+ <4 ; 
WI know not camother ear m ay bring forth. 
A night. of 1 HOUT Pirie IE; g 
de near. 95 20 52 | 
Lare 20 40 good,to make each other be. 
| phto meet our God e A ett 


* goſpel is the only mean of Sleation; ; It 1 
— to the wounded; it is freedom to the captive ; bn | 
— Wi is ſight to cher blind. ne * the reren 70 
g! Know 1 TOs found, | 2 5 . 
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We praiſe the Lord; let every tongue be praiſe, 
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